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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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In re application of: 
Gary Nolen 

Serial No.: 10/001,896 

Filed: November 19,2001 

For: Spray application system 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 
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Group Art Unit: 3752 


Examiner: Thach H. Bui 


AMENDMENT 


RECEIVED 

OCT 2 3 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 


In response to the Office action mailed August 7, 2003, please enter the following 


response. 



Please repla ce the abstract with the following paragraph: 
A spray application system is disclosed having an enclosure with a spray 
chamber, a spray applicator within the chamber, and a liquid barrier such as a 
sprayed water curtain, within the chamber, upstream or downstream of the spray 
applicator. The water is preferably sprayed downward to create a vacuum for 
drawing the treating substance downward into the liquid barrier. The liquid 
barrier preferably does not contact the workpieces that instead pass overhead. 
Independent pressure gauges and flow regulators may be used for the upstream 
liquid barrier, the downstream liquid barrier, and the spray applicator. The 
chamber may have a roof section that is secured to a beam or other process line 
support, and the walls may be suspended from the roof section. The roof section 
may have an opening running across its length to allow hangers from an overhead 


processing line to pass through the chamber. 
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